REVISED AMENDM^ PRACTICE: ^37 CFR 1.12lfc[ANGED 

COMPLIANCE IS MANDATORY - Effective Date: July 30, 2003 




All amendments filed on or after the effective date noted above must comply with revised 37 CFR 1.121. See Final 
Rule: Changes To Implement Electronic Maintenance of Official Patent Application Records (68 Fed. Reg. 
3861 1 (June 30, 2003), posted on the Office's website at: http : //www. uspto . go v/web/patenls/i fw/ 
with related information. The amendment practice set forth in revised 37 CFR 1 .121, and described below, replaces / 
the voluntary revised amendment formal available to applicants since February 2003. NOTE: STRICT 4k 
COMPLIANCE WITH THE REVISED 37 CFR 1.121 IS REQUIRED AS OF THE EFFECTIVE DATE (JulyN'^ 
30, 2003). The Office will notify applicants of amendments that are not accepted because they do not comply with 
revised 37 CFR 1.121 via a Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment. See MPEP 714.03 (Rev. I , Feb. 2003). The non- 
compliant section(s) will have to be corrected and the entire corrected section(s) resubmitted within a set period. 

Bold underlined italic font has been used below to hiehlisht the maior differences between the revised 37 CFR 
1.121 and the voluntary revised amendment format that applicants cou ld use since February. 2003. 
Note: The amendment practice for reissues and reexamination proceedings, except for drawings, f^PQ^fVED 

REVISED AMENDMENT PRACTICE Sf P 1 7 2003 

I. Begin each section of an amendme nt document on a separate sheet: TPChnoloaV CeOter 2600 

Each section of an amendment document {e.g.. Specification Amendments, Claim Amendments, D^SWIH^ a J 
Amendments, and Remarks) must begin on a separate sheet. Starting each separate section on a new page will 
facilitate the process of separately indexing and scanning each section of an amendment document for placement in an 
image file wrapper. 

H. Two versions of amended part(s) no longe r required; 

37 CFR 1.121 has been revised to no longer require two versions (a clean version and a marked up version) of 
each replacement paragraph or section, or amended claim. Note, however, the requirements for a clean 
version and a marked up version for substitute specifications under 37 CFR 1.125 have been retained. 

Amendments to the claims: . r 

Each amendment document that includes a change to an existing claim, cancellation of a claim or submission of a new 
claim must include a complete listing of all claims in the application. After each claim number in the listing, the 
status must be indicated in a parenthetical expression, and the text of each pending claim (with markings to show 
current changes) must be presented. The claims in the listing will replace all prior claims in the application. 

(1) The current status of all of the claims in the application, including any previously canceled, not entered or 
withdrawn claims, must be given in a parenthetical expression following the claim number using only one ot 
the following seven status identifiers: (original), (currently amended), (canceled), (withdrawn), (new), 
fnreviouslv pre^^ented) and (not entered). The text of all pending claims, including withdrawn claims, must 
be submitted each time any claim is amended. Canceled and not entered claims must be indicated by only 
the claim number and status, without presenting the text of the claims. 

(2) The text of all claims hein p ciirrentiv amended must be presented in the claim listing with markings to indicate 
the changes that have been made relative to the immediate prior version. The changes in any amended claim 
must be shown by underlining (for added matter) or strikethrough (for deleted matter) with 2 exceptions: ( 1 ) 
for deletion of five characters or fewer, double brackets m av be used fe.g.. Ileroorll); and (2) if 
.trikethroueh cannot be easily perceived feg.. deletion of the number "4" or certain punctuation marks), 
double brackets must h^ used (e.9.. 1141 1 ). As an alternative to using double brackets, however, extra 
nnrtions of text may be included before and after text b eing deleted, all in strikethrough, followed by 
i^nl uHino nnd underlinine the extra text with the desired chanee (e.g., number 1 as number 14 as ). An 
accompanying clean version is not required and should not be presented. Only claims of the status "currently 
amended " and "withdrawn" that are being amended, may include markings. 

(3) The text of pending claims not being currently amended, including withdrawn claims, must be presented 111 
the claim listing in clean version, i.e., without any markings. Any claim text presented in clean version will 
constitute an assertion that it has not been changed relative to the immediate prior version except to omit 
markings that may have been present in the immediate prior version of the claims. 
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UNITED STATES 



POSTAL SERVICE 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[INSERT DATE] 




POSTAL NEWS 



Contact: [INSERT YOUR NAME] 
[INSERT YOUR PHONE NUMBER] 

Internet: www.usps.com 

Mailbox Improvement Week Arrives in Time for Spring Cleaning 

The U.S. Postal Service is asking all [CITY NAME] homeowners to inspect and repair their mailboxes 
during Mailbox Improvement Week, May 19-24, says Postmaster [FULL NAME]. 

"Repairing suburban and rural mailboxes improves the appearance of our community and makes 
delivering and receiving mail safer for our carriers and customers," [LAST NAME] says. 

The Postal Service makes this annual request because of the wear and tear that occurs to mailboxes 
every year. "This is especially important after the effects of last winter," [HE/SHE] adds [IF 
APPLICABLE]. 



Some of the typical activities that may need to be done include: 

■ Replacing loose hinges on a mailbox door. 

ii Repainting a mailbox that may have rusted or started peeling paint. 

■ Remounting a mailbox post if loosened. 

■ Replacing or adding house numbers. 
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"If a homeowner plans to install a new mailbox or replace a worn one, he or she must use only Postal 
Service-approved traditional, contemporary, or locking full- or limited-service mailboxes," said [LAST 
NAME]. "Higstomers should be careful when purchasing curbside mall receptacles because the use of 
unapproved boxes is prohibited. Customers may use a custom-built mailbox, but they must consult with 
my office to ensure it conforms to guidelines applying to flag, size, strength, and quality of construction." 

For more Information on the use of names or numbers on mailboxes, or answers to any other 
questions, contact Postmaster [FULL NAME] at [PHONE NUMBER] pr call your local postmaster at 
[PHONE NUMBER, 
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